it a duty they owe to their professional brethren, as well as to society in general, to communicate whatever (whether it may be the result of scientific research and discovery, or useful practical experience,) they may conceive beneficial to mankind, in preserving health, in alleviating pain, or in curing disease.
Acting upon this principle, I feel myself called on to state, that I have witnessed so much benefit from the use of a medicine imported into this country by you a few years ago,?I mean croton-oil,?that I cannot, in justice, withhold from you the high opinion I entertain of its great efficacy in many diseases.
Early in 1821, which was soon after the croton-oil became known in England, I was appointed to the superintendence of the medical department in the West Indies; and, as I had seen some, and heard of many extraordinary cases of its powerful effects as a purgative medicine, I was forcibly impressed that it would prove an important remedy in the diseases of that country. I therefore took out with me a supply, in order to give it a fair trial. I take credit to myself for having been the first who introduced it into that part of the world, the diseases of which it appeared to me so eminently calculated to oppose. I 
